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carried off in her to the yacht, where we had a
gathering of old friends. The Osborne was in dock,
coaling, and undergoing some slight repairs. She
had suffered in, and was much knocked about by,
the late gales whilst taking Her Royal Highness
the Duchess of Edinburgh from Marseilles to
Malta, and was now minus her crown; her bowsprit
having been also carried away.

I went on to Government House, the old con-
vent, and called on Sir Arthur Hardinge, who, it
turned out, had sent me off an invitation to
lunch, but my friends in the Osborne had be#n so
quick that they had carried me off before it
arrived. He had just received the news of the
Duke of Connaught's appointment to the com-
mand of the Bombay army, and it was ~here also
that I heard' the sad account of poor Archer the
jockey's death.

As we had to sail off again at half-past five, we
had not much time to enjoy the luxury of terra
firma after our long tossing, and ths time for
leaving came all too soon, especially as here at